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Permanent Representatives to the OAS

Excellency: 

Allow me to take this opportunity to extend my compliments on behalf of the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States, charged with preparing the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  I would like to inform you of the difficulties encountered in being able to ensure the presence of indigenous representatives at the meetings of negotiations concerning the Draft American Declaration.

Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2674 (XLI-O/11), titled “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”, this Working Group shall: 

a. Hold up to two three-day Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly;
b. Convene the Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples three months in advance; and
c. Take the appropriate measures to ensure the effective participation in these meetings of member states and representatives of the indigenous peoples.
The estimated cost of having 30 to 35 indigenous leaders present for a three-day Meeting of Negotiations at OAS headquarters amounts to some US$90,000 (ninety thousand dollars), which includes the costs of the three-day Conclave of Representatives of Indigenous Peoples of the Americas and the expenses involved with administration of the Specific Fund.  At the present time, the Specific Fund has $25,927.14 (twenty-five thousand nine hundred twenty-seven dollars and fourteen cents).  

In past debates and discussions in the negotiations process, the presence of representatives of the indigenous peoples was very important, as it gave both the process and the document being negotiated greater legitimacy.  

In order to continue to have the indigenous peoples represented in the discussions of the Draft Declaration, the Chair would respectfully suggest a number of alternatives that might be considered: 

1.
A member State might make a formal offer to host the meeting of negotiations, which would include financially supporting the indigenous representatives’ participation in the Conclave.  There are three precedents in this regard:  the Sixth Meeting, held in Antigua, Guatemala; the Seventh Meeting, held in Brasilia, Brazil, and the Tenth Meeting, held in La Paz, Bolivia.  In all three cases, the host country financed the Conclave.

2.
A contribution could be made to the Specific Fund of Voluntary Contributions to Support Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

3.
Each member state might consider underwriting the costs of the indigenous representative from its country, which would be around $1,875 in addition to the cost of the airplane ticket (as illustrated in Annex 1).  If a member state agrees to finance those expenses, the routine procedures will be followed, i.e., an announcement, an invitation to nominate candidates, and selection by the Selection Board.

The Chair will also contact the indigenous organizations to advise them of the situation and urge them to become involved in the quest for funding.

To give the delegations an opportunity to make the necessary inquiries, the Chair is proposing November 4 as the date for sending in proposals, so as to be able to make a decision on the question of this next meeting of negotiations.  The administrative procedures necessary to arrange for the indigenous representatives to participate will take at least two months from the date on which the announcement is sent out.
Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez

Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS

Chair of the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States,

to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

ANNEX 1

	XIV MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS – DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE AMERICAS – 2012

	Estimated expenses for each participant in the Conclave*

	

	PER DIEM (7 NIGHTS) 
	$350.00

	MEALS (7 DAYS)
	175.00

	TERMINAL EXPENSES
	35.00

	MEDICAL INSURANCE (8 DAYS)
	40.00

	TOTAL HOTEL (7 NIGHTS, DOUBLE ROOM)
	525.00

	SHARE OF COMMON EXPENSES (see Explanatory table)
	660.00

	Contingencies (5%)
	90.00

	Estimated expenses without including airfare
	$1,875.00

	
	


ANNEX 2

	XIV MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS – DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE AMERICAS – 2012

	Estimated total expenses of the indigenous representatives’ participation*

	Expenses for the participation of 33 indigenous representatives for the three days

 of the Conclave and three days of plenary sessions

	PER DIEM (7 NIGHTS) 
	$11,550.00

	MEALS (7 DAYS)
	5,775.00

	TERMINAL EXPENSES
	1,155.00

	MEDICAL INSURANCE (8 DAYS)
	1,320.00

	TOTAL HOTEL (7 NIGHTS, DOUBLE ROOM)
	17,850.00

	COMMON EXPENSES (see Explanatory table)
	21,555.00

	AIRFARES
	35,000.00

	TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS
	94,205.00

	Contingencies (5%)
	4,710.00


___________________________

*
This budget is based on the expenses during the XIII Meeting of Negotiations, held in January 2011.


TABLE EXPLAINING THE COMMON EXPENSES
	Table 01:  COMMON EXPENSES DIVIDED AMONG PARTICIPANTS

	EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES  (3 days of Conclave)

	Equipment and Supplies
	$500.00

	Room attendant
	390.00

	Recording operator
	390.00

	INTERPRETATION AND TRANSLATION (3 days of Conclave)

	3 Interpreters
	7,425.00

	1 Translator
	1,350.00

	ADMINISTRATION OF THE SPECIFIC FUND (2 months)

	Support of one Consultant 
	9,000.00

	General services (cleaning, air conditioning, etc.)
	2,500.00

	TOTAL COMMON EXPENSES
	21,555.00
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